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Alumni Day 2011
CORNWALL TUNES IN, DROPS BY

Live, Work, Learn
ADVICE FOR OUR GRADUATES 
 

Lianne Witt has 
The Right Stuff
OUR PREMIER’S AWARD NOMINEES  
BOLDLY GO WHERE OTHERS HAVE  
NEVER EVEN CONSIDERED



Good stuff
CHEAP !

CHEAP Movie Tickets!
Movie tickets from Cineplex
Odeon, Famous Players, 
AMC, Empire Theatres

CHEAP Live Performances!
Tragically Hip, Coldplay, 
Wicked, Cirque du Soleil

CHEAP Sports!
Raptors, Blue Jays, 
Toronto FC

CHEAP Attractions!
CN Tower, Great Wolf Lodge, 
West Edmonton Mall,  
Toronto City Pass

CHEAP Accommodations!
Edmonton, Calgary, Montreal,
Niagara Falls, Toronto

SUPER CHEAP  
Accomodations!
College residences across 
Ontario for only $79.99 a 
night for two bedroom suites

CHEAP Services!
Home, auto and life 
insurance, car rentals,  
CAA memberships,  
Travel discounts

Alumni Perks,  
just for you

Like us on Facebook, join us on Linked In or visit our  
website to keep up on the latest alumni benefits. 

www.facebook.com/stlawrencecollegealumni  •  www.linkedin.com  • 
www.stlawrencecollege.ca/alumni
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Alumni Relations Mission
The Alumni Relations office exists to encourage positive engagement with our alumni,
through lifelong, mutually beneficial relationships.

How to reach us:
St. Lawrence College Alumni Office, 100 Portsmouth Avenue, Kingston, ON K7L 5A6

Phone from:
Kingston (613) 544-5400, ext. 1635
Brockville (613) 345-0660, ext. 1635
Cornwall (613) 933-6080, ext. 1635
North America (800) 228-4664

Fax: (613) 545-3932 Email: alumni@sl.on.ca Web site: www.stlawrencecollege.ca/alumni

St. Lawrence College’s Voyageur magazine is published 
through the St. Lawrence College Alumni Relations 
Office and is distributed to 50,000 alumni and friends of 
the College. Contributions of articles and photos about 
or of interest to our alumni, as well as signed letters 
to the Editor, are welcomed and are published at the 
discretion of the Editor. To have your name added to  
our distribution list or to reserve advertising space in 
Voyageur, please contact the Alumni Relations Office. 
Ad rates are available upon request.

The views expressed in the editorials, articles, and 
advertisements in Voyageur are not necessarily those of 
St. Lawrence College, the St. Lawrence College Founda-
tion, or the St. Lawrence College Alumni Association. 

If you would like to have your name removed from the 
Voyageur distribution list, please send a letter to that 
effect, along with a completed Alumni Record Form 
(see inside back cover), to the St. Lawrence College 
Alumni Relations Office. 

Reproduction of Voyageur, in whole or in part, is forbid-
den without the expressed written consent of the Editor.

PUBLISHING SCHEDULE:

Issue	 Copy/Ads Due	 Distribution
Fall	 August 1		  October
Spring	 March 1		  May

RATES AND TERMS

Rates and specifications are available on request. Full 
payment is due at time of publishing. Applicable taxes 
will be applied to all orders.

AD REQUIREMENTS

Voyageur magazine is produced using Adobe CS4  
for the Mac.
Preferred format: Mac compatible PDF or EPS files, with  
“type converted to curves”, accompanied by colour 
hard-copy proof.

PHOTO AND TEXT REQUIREMENTS

When supplying photographs for reproduction in  
Voyageur, we accept professional quality colour prints 
or 300dpi TIFF or hi-res JPEG files. Text is preferred in 
12-point Times Roman with no indents or highlighting.

Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement #40010391

Development Office of St. Lawrence College 
100 Portsmouth Avenue, Kingston, ON K7L 5A6 
Email: returnedmail@sl.on.ca
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Brockville Branch
Reaching out and Building up

the BRocKVille Alumni Branch is 
everywhere! On Facebook, at the 
Chamber, the Ad & Sales Club and,  
of course, busy promoting the College, 
its students and our alumni at our 
own events.

On March 27th comedians Scott 
Faulconbridge & David Pryde enter-
tained a packed crowd at the campus 
pub as the annual Comedy Night & 
Silent Auction raised a new record 
total of $1,400 for the campus Student 
Emergency Fund. Special thanks to 
State Farm Insurance, the Mortgage 
Professionals and Comfort Inn for 
sponsoring the great entertainment! 
Details of our fall comedy night will 
be confirmed early this summer. Visit 
http://www.stlawrencecollege.ca/
AlumniB.

The Branch became members of the 
Brockville Chamber of Commerce and 
will soon be members of the Greater 
Brockville Ad & Sales Club (thanks 
to SLC Director of Business Develop-
ment, Charlie Mignault) The Branch is 
also on Facebook with over 100 “fans” 
and growing. Become a fan and stay 
up to date on Branch events and 

 
announcements. Search for  
“St Lawrence College Brockville  
Alumni Branch”.

The Branch is proud to announce 
that the Brockville Alumni Pavilion 
will be built this summer next to the 
campus pond and will serve as a land-
mark for alumni, students and friends 
of the College to enjoy. Further details 
and photos will be in the next issue.

Branch members Keith Hare and 
Willy Primeau were in attendance to 
see Olympic gold medalist Jayna Hef-
ford of the women’s 2010 hockey team 
speak at the Greater Brockville Ad & 
Sales Club dinner. 

The Branch will also be assisting 
the annual Great Trivia Challenge  
event for Palliative Care on October 
27th. To enter a team of four in this  
entertaining event, please contact 
Branch President Keith Hare. 

Want to get involved in the events 
and activities of the Branch? It’s 
a great way to connect with other 
alumni and the greater Brockville 
community. Contact us at Alumni-
BranchB@sl.on.ca  
 
submitted by Keith Hare

Comedian Scott Faulconbridge performs to a packed 
house at Comedy Night, which reached a new  
fundraising record in support of the Student  
Emergency Fund.

The Branch’s newest member (and soon-to-be-grad) 
Willy Primeau (CYW 2010) poses with gold medalist 
Jayna Hefford at an event.

at the branches

it’s the
click that
counts

Show your support
of SLC and make
your gift online at

www.givetoslc.com

It’s easy
It’s fast
It’s a great way
to support our
students

Make your gift
online today and
start making a
difference at Slc

WHEN I woke up at 4:45 am to get 
ready for our first ever Alumni Day on 
Cornwall campus, I had one thought: 
“What was I thinking?”

When I checked out of my hotel at 
5:15 am to catch a ride to the campus, 
the man at the Front Desk took one 
look at my SLC jacket and remarked, 
“You must be here for Alumni Day!”

And when we went live on air with 
radio stations CJSS and Variety 104.5 
at 6 am, and moments later Andy 
LeGourrierec  (Business Admin-
Finance, 1984) walked through our 
doors, I thought: “This is going to be  
a GREAT day!”

For 13 hours we entertained a 
steady stream of alumni who took the 
opportunity of Alumni Day to revisit 
their own history. We met a couple, 
Fenny and Maurice Benoit, who met 
at the college many years ago, and 
travelled from Ottawa to see their old 
haunts. They had arranged to meet 
with their old classmate, Terry Landon 
(co-chair of our ‘Difference We Make’ 
capital campaign), and renew a friend-
ship from years ago.

We met young alumni who were 
already at the college attending class, 
but who were anxious to connect to 
the special-ness of being a St. Law-
rence alum. And we met ‘old’ alumni 
— two grads from the original 1969 
graduating class — who were anything 
but old, despite their revered positions 
as our pioneers.

One alumna, Laurel Henderson, 
walked through the door just as 
her name was being announced on 
the radio as a winner of one of our 

hourly draws. She said she had been 
looking forward to it as soon as she 
heard about it on the radio… and had 
brought with her a tuition receipt from 
1983 ($445! Our student helpers were 
incredulous!), the convocation pro-
gram from her graduation, AND her 
student card! She was still recogniz-
able as the fresh-faced young student 
in the photo, who in hindsight had 
wisely evaded the 1980s fashion trend 
of big hair and shoulder pads.

We hosted Alumni Day to open up 
the newly renovated Moulinette Hall 
to the students who had been there, 
done that. When the folks at the radio 
station asked me why we would need 
a day to invite alumni to the school, I 
was pragmatic in my response. “When 
you’ve just graduated, you have no 
problem going back to the old stomp-
ing grounds. In fact, many do it often. 
But as years go by, and your old profs 
retire or move on, you feel less like you 
can just walk on in. You feel you might 
be imposing on the students today. It’s 
their place now, and they’re making 
memories that will be a part of their 
nostalgia years from now.”

I’m happy to report that when we 
opened our doors and invited you to 
come in, enjoy a pancake breakfast, 
or our ‘Old School’ mac-and-cheese 
lunch, and wander the halls answer-
ing trivia questions and sharing 
stories, so many of you took us up  
on the invitation.

And that was just a trial run… 2017 
represents the 50th year of SLC… and 
we’ve only just begun!  

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

What a Day!
BY JANINE FOSTER |  
ALUMNI & ANNUAL GIVING
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EVERY year St. Lawrence College 
nominates a number of outstanding 
alumni as our representatives in The 
Premier’s Awards. It’s a tradition of 
many years, but it never gets old. In 
fact, each year is a revelation. I leave 
each ceremony impressed not only 
with the caliber of our St. Lawrence 
College grads, but of the grads of the 
entire college system in Ontario.

In addition to the remarkable 
individuals you’ll read about in this 
issue, there were celeb-
rity chefs, respected 
journalists, remarkable 
humanitarians, trail-
blazing community 
organizers and astute 
business people. The 
breadth and depth of 
the quality of gradu-
ates from the Ontario 
College system is a 
tribute to all of our grads. It should 
make all of us proud for being a part 
of it.

In fact, the only drawback to the 
Premier’s Awards ceremony is that 
there must be a winner at all. In each 
of the six categories — Technology, 
Business, Community Service, Cre-
ative Arts, Health Science and Recent 
Graduate — there represents a wide 
cross-section of success in an equally 
wide spectrum of endeavor. It’s an 
impossible task and I do not envy 
the judging panel, which is itself an 
esteemed group of leaders.

It’s probably why we at SLC look 
at our Premier’s Award nominees as 
winners in their own right. They are 

chosen and recognized not only for 
their own considerable skills, talents 
and success, but for the qualities they 
possess as ambassadors for all of the 
College’s 75,000 alumni.

Lianne, Tim and Peter are very 
different people, with considerably 
divergent careers, but they possess 
a spirit of innovation, determination 
and commitment that is shared by so 
many of our graduates. And one to 
which our students today aspire.

At this year’s awards ceremony, 
a very special award was given to 
former Premier Bill Davis — the 
acknowledged ‘father’ of the college 
system. He remarked upon accept-
ing the award that he marvels at the 
success of the many people who have 
been the product of this remarkable 
experiment in higher education. There 
was no education system like it when 
it was created in 1967, and 45 years 
later, it’s an unqualified success. 

Our alumni have not only fulfilled 
Bill Davis’ dream, but they’ve lived it 
with gusto. Congratulations!  

THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE

A Winning Formula
BY CHRIS WHITAKER | PRESIDENT & CEO

The breadth and depth of the  
quality of graduates from the 
Ontario College system is a tribute 
to all of our grads. It should make 
all of us proud for being a part of it. 

For tickets:
www.brockvilleartscentre.com

613-342-7122

New
Faces

2012

St. Lawrence College  
Music Theatre – Performance  

Program presents:

March 9,
2012

8:00pm
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LIANNE WITT’S friends and colleagues 
thought she was crazy, and at some 
level, she feared they may be right. 
But she did it anyway. She left a distin-
guished career in the hospital sector, 
a stable salary and a pension, and she 
joined an industry she didn’t even 
know existed five years before.

Tim Porter may be at home on the 
stage, but his future is in putting the 

spotlight on others – in productions he 
co-writes and produces, and takes on 
the road on a mission to put home-
grown Canadian music theatre back 
on Canadian stages.

Peter Gault was captured by the 
power of computers when most of 
us barely knew of their existence. 
But it was his software product that 
harnessed the power of the front line 

workers in manufacturing facilities in 
over 70 countries that enabled compan-
ies to efficiently and effectively manage 
their processes and operations.

Ladies and Gentlemen, your 2011 
St. Lawrence College Premier’s 
Awards nominees.

Every year, the colleges of Ontario 
scour their alumni records, their 
social media sites, and the internet 
searching for the nominees that 
exemplify the spirit of innovation 
and the can-do attitude that repre-
sents our alumni.

The awards — for which there are 
six categories in total — are designed 
to highlight the entire breadth and 
depth of the impact of Ontario College 
graduates on our communities, our 
province and our society. And while 
it’s difficult to select only a handful 
from the 75,000 stellar graduates of 
SLC, each year we seek individuals 
whose combination of career success 
and community commitment can 
represent all SLC alumni.

LIANNE WITT,  
Medical Laboratory Technology, 1984 
Director, Laboratory and Client Services, 
Insception Biosciences 
Category: Health Sciences
Lianne Witt is at the leading edge of 
cellular therapy, and a pioneer for 
Medical Laboratory Technologists in 
Canada. When she left the traditional 
health care field only five years ago, 
she was leaving behind 21 years of 
seniority, a pension, and the security 
of the hospital setting, and entering a 
field and a company that hadn’t even 
existed only 10 years earlier.

The Right Stuff
OUR PREMIER’S AWARDS NOMINEES EXEMPLIFY INNOVATION, CREATIVITY  
AND THE WILLINGNESS TO BOLDLY GO WHERE OTHERS HAVE NEVER CONSIDERED
BY JANINE FOSTER

COVER STORY

LIANNE WITT
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Today, not only does she oversee 
the smooth operation of Insception’s 
laboratory, but she is also in charge of 
the operations’ Client Services, and 
about 50% of Insception’s staff report 
through her.

Lianne obtained the designation of 
an Assessor for the AABB, an inter-
national accrediting body for the cel-
lular therapy field, after being turned 
down by the US-based agency because 
she lacked a university degree. Her 
tenacity — and a successful ‘edu-
cation’ effort by her — convinced 
AABB’s board that Med Lab Techs in 
Canada are highly skilled, well edu-
cated, and as good as or better than 
their degree-holding US equivalent. 
The agency had to look no further than 
Insception’s own accreditation. The 
operation was considered the ‘gold 
standard’ and assessors indicated they 
had to dig deep to find any changes to 
recommend. Not only is she now able 
to assess other cell therapy laborator-
ies anywhere in the world, but she sits 
on a number of AABB sub-committees, 
giving Canada a crucial voice in this 
rapidly evolving field.

Lianne credits her time at  
St. Lawrence College with instilling 
in her the discipline and exacting 
work ethic that has been a mainstay 
in her career. She graduated with the 
goal of someday becoming a lab man-
ager, but exceeded her own expecta-
tions when she discovered that the 
very elements that made her a good 
med lab tech — an attention to detail 
and a constant search for efficiency 
— would make for a good executive. 
She needed no further proof of this 
transferable skill when she recently 
obtained her ‘yellow belt’ in LEAN 
health care management — the health 
care sector’s equivalent to quality 
and process improvements adopted 
by industry, such as ISO9001. Because 
med lab techs must continually 
update their education (30 hrs/per 
year), she also learned the value and 
satisfaction of lifelong learning. She 
obtained a diploma from the Ontario 

Hospitals Association’s Healthcare 
Administration program, and con-
tinues to work towards her ‘black 
belt’ in LEAN — which is only two 
steps away.

TIM PORTER,  
Music Theatre Performance, 2007 
Actor, Writer, Artistic Director and 
Founder, IANA Theatre Company 
Category: Recent Graduate
Tim Porter has managed in his short 
career to have it both ways: he left his 
small hometown for the bright lights 
of the big city, and he recently brought 
his hometown along with him. Tim is 
an actor, singer, writer and — in his 
spare time — the Artistic Director (and 
founder) of IANA Theatre Company. 
And the musical he co-wrote and 
staged — Tweed, the Musical — had a 
successful run in Toronto this fall after 
a smash run in (you guessed it) Tweed.

Tweed: The Musical is a love letter to 
his hometown, but also to his passion: 
Canadian-made Musical Theatre. The 
theatre company he founded, IANA 
(short for Canad-iana), was his way 
of reclaiming homegrown musical 
theatre at a time when many of the 
country’s biggest stages have aban-
doned it altogether.

He could start IANA because 
Canadian Musical Theatre gave him 
his start. Six months after graduation, 
he had landed a part in Evil Dead, the 
Musical, a Canadian musical in Toronto. 
He followed that with a two-year cross-
country tour as Rooney Doodle in The 
Doodlebops: Together Forever Tour, and in 
the summers in between, joined Dray-
ton Entertainment — Canada’s third 
largest theatre company after Stratford 
and Shaw — in their productions of 
High School Musical.

And in his spare time, he founded 
IANA, and began workshopping ori-
ginal plays and musicals in the town’s 
historic marble church; plays and music-
als that he either wrote, or co-wrote.

Tim remembers well that on the 
first day, he was told: “If you don’t 
absolutely HAVE to be here, if you 

don’t NEED to perform, then go 
home.” He stayed. And he learned 
that not only did he love to per-
form, but he loved the business of 
performing. “I remember spend-
ing a whole day on per diems,” he 
laughs. But he also listened. Because 
he socked away his money when he 
landed Evil Dead in Toronto, and when 
the show ended eight months later, 
he had the nest egg to create IANA. 
And because he remembered listen-
ing to stories of what he called ‘the 
heyday of Canadian Music Theatre’, 
he pledged to do his part to bring it 
back. St. Lawrence is also where he got 
his first shot at writing and directing, 
and it’s definitely where he sees his 
career going.

Tim considers himself one of the 
lucky ones. Six months after graduat-
ing (the FIRST graduating class of 
Music Theatre Performance at the 
College) he landed the part in Evil 
Dead The Musical, a hit Canadian 
production in Toronto that became 
the longest running show in Toronto 

COVER STORY

TIM PORTER
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in two decades and won the Dora 
Audience Choice Award as Toronto’s 
Favourite Show. He then went on to 
tour with the Doodlebops (based on 
the popular Canadian TV show of the 
same name), and just this fall became 
part of a CBC show, Toopy & Binou, 
another children’s program. “I love 
kids in the audience. They’re 100% 
honest. If they love you, you know it, 
and if they don’t, you know it.” It’s 
also perhaps why he spent some time 
over the summer in another small 
town near his hometown running a 
theatre camp for children.

Of course, that’s after debuting/
workshopping his latest creation, 
Aleck Bell, a pop musical tracing the 
life of Alexander Graham Bell using 
Canadian pop music. (The play sold 
out and drew rave reviews in Tweed 
and Belleville. He is taking the show 
on the road Summer 2012 — including 
stops in Brockville and Stirling).

PETER GAULT,  
Business Administration – 
Data Processing, 1976 
President and owner, Busitech
Peter Gault was one of the early wave 
of graduates in a brand new field 
called Data Processing. Immediately 
after graduation, he found employ-
ment at Cornwall’s largest and most 
dominant employer, Domtar. But his 
entrepreneurial spirit and his deep 
interest in the power of computers to 
enhance and improve manufacturing 
processes in companies large and small 
would eventually lead him to leave 
Domtar and start out on his own, and 
in 1988, Busitech was born. Today, his 
company’s proprietary software is in 
use by hundreds of companies, big and 
small, in over 70 different countries. Its 
flagship product — Quality Window 
— is designed to give manufacturers 
the tools they need to ensure product 
quality and processes — from the 

shop floor. It is Busitech’s focus on 
empowering those on the floor with the 
ability to immediately spot and correct 
deficiencies that has won it a legion of 
fans worldwide. Its simple analysis tool 
not only ensures efficiency, but reduces 
lost time and material waste. And its 
scalability and reliance on symbols and 
colours over language, has made it a 
welcome addition to manufacturers 
for whom their size or native language 
(and subsequent translations) made 
process improvement software prohibi-
tively expensive.

One of Peter’s early customers, 
manufacturing giant Proctor & Gam-
ble, became the company’s best sales 
force. So impressed were they with the 
product’s abilities to ensure consistency 
and quality on everything from diapers 
to potato chips, that they in turn began 
to require that their suppliers also use 
the product. Today, Quality Window 
(now in its 7th generation) continues to 
be used, and is a key tool for com-
panies undergoing SixSigma or Lean 
Manufacturing designations.

Peter remembers learning comput-
ing in the days of punch cards at St. 
Lawrence College. He credits that 
time with instilling in him not only the 
discipline of accurate programming, but 
inspired him to the possibilities inherent 
in this new technology that were open 
to those willing to explore and innov-
ate. And because he was in a three-year 
business admin program — with a 
focus on computers — he credits the 
broader business education with giving 
him the ability to recognize and seize 
business opportunities. In fact, when 
Busitech was born in 1988, Gault was 
simultaneously running two other com-
puter consulting enterprises, in order 
to keep an oar in the waters of other 
sectors, while developing the power of 
Quality Window into the manufactur-
ing tool-of-choice that it is today.

Do you have a Premier’s Award  
nominee? Contact us at alumni@sl.on.ca 
and tell us about them! Submissions  
for the 2012 nominees will begin to be 
compiled in the spring.   

PETER GAULT
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HONORARY DIPLOMAS

HONORARY DIPLOMAS are the highest 
form of recognition that St. Lawrence 
College can bestow. Chosen from 
submitted nominations by the Board 
of Governors, the College recog-
nizes individuals and organizations 
whose accomplishments, community 
involvement and leadership serve as 
an inspiration to both our students 
and our graduates.

In 2011 we are proud to welcome 
four new members to our distinguished 
roster of Honorary Diploma recipients:

PAUL FOURNIER, BROCKVILLE
It is more important to “work to 
live” than “live to work” accord-
ing to Paul Fournier, a lawyer and 
community leader in the Brockville 
area. His chosen field of general 
practice law has allowed him to do 
what he enjoys most, meeting people 
face-to-face and helping them with 
their daily problems, while still hav-
ing time to take part in community 
service work. “I chose lifestyle first 
and then a career that complimented 
it,” he said.

Not only has Paul established a 
successful and well respected law 
practice, he has made significant con-

tributions to the Brockville region as a 
volunteer. He has been an active board 
member and fundraising campaign 
organizer for St. Lawrence College, the 
Brockville General Hospital Founda-

tion, the Brockville and Area YMCA, 
and most recently, the Maritime Dis-
covery Centre.

Paul is also an accomplished 
artist. He is a graduate of the St. 
Lawrence College Fine Arts Diploma 
program and has exhibited his work 
with the Thousand Islands Fine Art 
Association, The Brave Art Club and 
Art in the City. He is a passionate 
advocate for arts programming at 
St. Lawrence College and served six 
years as a Director of the St. Law-
rence College Foundation.

FATHER RUDY VILLENEUVE, CORNWALL
Father Rudy Villeneuve has been a 
tireless community worker in Corn-
wall for 63 years. Not only in his 
chosen vocation as a Priest, but in 
all areas, including education, social 
services, cultural, recreational, and so 
much more. He has been equally com-
mitted and dedicated to improving 
the quality of life of all the people in 
the Cornwall community through his 
volunteer work in several community 
organizations. 

His accomplishments and contri-
butions are many. His service to St. 
Lawrence College includes serving 
on the Board of Governors for seven 
years. As part of a Citizens Educa-
tion Committee, Father Rudy was 
instrumental in establishing a Post 

LIVE, WORK, LEARN
THE 2011 HONORARY DIPLOMA RECIPIENTS  
HAVE SPECIAL ADVICE FOR GRADUATING STUDENTS
BY LAURA TULCHINSKY

PAUL FOURNIER, BROCKVILLE

It is more important 
to “work to live” than 
“live to work”.
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HONORARY DIPLOMAS 

Secondary Education Centre where St. 
Lawrence College and the University 
of Ottawa would share facilities. This 
same committee was successful in 
obtaining a $5 million grant to build 
Aultsville Hall and Theatre. 

During his years in the ministry 
Father Rudy was always active in the 
social life of the community, serv-
ing on the Cornwall Family Service 
Bureau, the Children’s Aid Society, the 
Cornwall Community Chest, and was 
Chairman of the Juvenile Court Com-
mittee, among many others. He also 
taught at the University of Ottawa in 
the Sociology Department for 25 years. 

As a tribute to Father Rudy, in 
1996, a group of community minded 
citizens started a Foundation called 
Msgr. Rudy Villeneuve Foundation, to 
recognize his contributions to improve 
the quality of life of everyone – chil-
dren, youth, the sick and needy. The 
foundation grants 12 bursaries of $500 

each to students annually to pursue 
post secondary education. 

LYDIA JOHNSON, CORNWALL
Education and learning has been a 
major part of Lydia Johnson’s life. 
And she doesn’t mean just in the 
classroom. Learning and discovery 
comes in many ways, she recalls. “The 
excitement of discovery and learning, 
whether through direct observation, 
books, or museum visits, developed 
early and remains with me today.”

Lydia Johnson grew up in Connecti-
cut, on the shores of Long Island Sound, 
a short train ride to New York City.

Following graduation from Con-
necticut College with an honours 
degree in Physics, Lydia accepted a 
position with a large U.S. corpora-
tion developing a sonar system for 
the location of underwater objects. 
While a departure from her princi-
pal field, she soon found research in 
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underwater acoustics to be equally 
challenging and it became her prime 
field of interest for the rest of her 
professional life.

Lydia moved to Cornwall in 1963 
with her young family, when her 
husband, Herbert Johnson, was trans-
ferred to Canada to be President of a 
Canadian subsidiary of a U.S. corpora-
tion located in Cornwall. “We soon 
felt very much at home, and came 
to enjoy the opportunities and small 
town atmosphere of life along the St 
Lawrence River, the people and even 
the Canadian winters,” she said. They 
enjoyed living in Cornwall so much 
that six years later, when the sched-
uled time came in 1969 
to return to the U.S. and 
work again in the large 
corporate atmosphere, 
they decided to remain 
in Canada in the Corn-
wall area and start their 
own sonar company, 
C-Tech Ltd.

Although the early years of the 
C-Tech were not without difficulty, the 

company’s reputation for innovative 
design and quality equipment in the 
field of underwater acoustics grew, 
initially addressing the needs of the 
large commercial fisheries and later, 

the development of unique solutions 
for defense and security in coastal 
waters worldwide. After almost 40 
years of involvement in various posi-
tions, Lydia retired as Chairman of 
C-Tech Ltd. in 2008.

WALTER FENLON, KINGSTON
As Founder of Fenlon Financial in 
1984, (now Assante Financial) Walter 
Fenlon is living proof that there’s no 
substitute for hard work. His work 
ethic, and a constant desire to learn, 
allowed Walter to become one of the 
most successful and well respected 
financial advisors in Kingston.

For Walter, his success is also due 
in large part to hard-working and 
dedicated partners and co-workers. 
“I’ve surrounded myself with people 
who share the same objectives and 
values, creating a close caring group 
of colleagues. We’ve built our reputa-
tion on that.” 

Twice nominated for Businessman 
of the Year by the Greater Kingston 
Chamber of Commerce, and awarded 
a Heritage Award in Kingston, Walter 

and his wife, Linda Ann Daly, are 
well-known as major supporters of 
the local arts community. Walter is 

Chair of the Grand Theatre Founda-
tion, supporting programming and 
education activities for the theatre, 
and is also a member of the City of 
Kingston Grand Theatre Advisory 
Board. He is a past Governor for the 
Corporation of the Kingston General 
Hospital, as well as being the found-
ing sponsor of “Imagine Kingston”, a 
group of community leaders dedi-
cated to the advancement of ideas that 
enhance Kingston’s social, cultural, 
educational and business endeavours.

“I’ve been very lucky and fortu-
nate in my life, that I am in a position 
to give back to the Kingston com-
munity,” Walter said. “But it’s very 
important to know that you don’t 
need money to be of service. There are 
many good people who give of them-
selves to the community on a daily 
basis without money, whether they 
are volunteering at the hospital, or in 
the food bank, or other community 
service. Giving of time is just as, if not 
more important, than giving money. 
Everyone should do something to 
give back.” 

WALTER FENLON, KINGSTON

LYDIA JOHNSON, CORNWALL

Learning and  
discovery comes  
in many ways.

Everyone should do 
something to give back.



AT THE BRANCHES

Voyageur �| St. Lawrence College | Winter 2012  |  10

The CYW Alumni Chapter recently did 
some restructuring and as a result we 
no longer require a membership fee to 
be a member! The Chapter decided it 
was more important to create a vibrant 
and welcoming Alumni Chapter, than 
to require a paid membership, and 
made the decision in October to put the 
welcome mat out to all grads.

We would like to send out a special 
thank you to the Chapter’s first mem-
bers, however, who were willing to 
give us a try. Thanks to Robin Bakajsza, 
Jo-Ann Barriage, Donna Braithwaite, 
Michael Carr, Charlyn Cormier, Joanne 

Fenlon, Lisa Harding, Ashley Latch-
ford, Andy Leggett, Ines Lincho, Steve 
McKergow, Nadine McLean, Mandi 
Murphy, Pam Power, Marg Stockhill, 
Ashley Thomson, and Erin VanLeuken.

While we’re on the topic of sup-
port, a special thanks to a few Alumni 
who have taken some of their time (or 
will be giving of their time in the near 
future) to speak to current CYW stu-
dents: Terri McDade, Keith Lindsay, 
Dennis McDermott and Andy Leggett 
to name a few!

So with no membership fee and 
no requirement to join, how do you 

get involved in our activities? For 
one, make sure the Alumni Office has 
your up-to-date email address. The 
Alumni Office has agreed to create a 
special CYW version of the monthly 
e-newsletter “Explorer” just for us. 
And if you’re a CYW grad with an 
email address you’ll not only get all 
the great alumni info that all alumni 
receive, but special invitations and 
news just for CYW alumni. Go to 
www.slcalumni.com/update to make 
sure your record is up to date so you 
can receive the latest issue.   
- submitted by Lee Anne Campbell

THE SLC Fine Arts Alumni Chapter 
had a busy fall, kicked off by our 
AGM in August, where we decided 
to continue our commitment to Fine 
Arts students by adding to our exist-
ing Convocation Award for a graduat-
ing student, and supporting students 
entering the program.

The Chapter had a one-day paint-
ing workshop on “Design Principles 
and Techniques” with member Henry 
Vyfvinkel on October 22. Henry 
donated his time, so all money collected 
went to support the Fine Arts Alumni 
Chapter’s bursaries and awards.

In keeping with our collaboration 
with students, many members

attended a free printmaking demon-
stration by artist Susanne Clark on 
October 31st, in conjunction with her 
exhibit, entitled “Alchemy in Colour”, 
in the Marianne van Silfhout Gallery. 
Susanne demonstrated her process of 
creating hand-pulled intaglio col-
lagraph prints, made from a shallow, 
three-dimensional collage. 

During the Fall, many members 
were busy creating artwork for the 
4th Annual Juried Alumni Show, this 
year titled “Joy”, on display from 
November 4th through Dec. 16, 2011 
in the Marianne van Silfhout Gallery 
on the Brockville Campus. As well, our 
members created hand-painted Christ-
mas tree ornaments to be sold at the 
Opening Reception on Dec.1st. Proceeds 
were donated to the “Children in Foster 
Homes Christmas Party” put on by 
the Child and Youth Worker students, 
together with the Foster Family Associa-
tion. Congratulations to chapter mem-
bers John McClintock and Katherine 
Lavender for winning ‘Dean’s Choice’ 
and ‘Best in Show’ respectively for their 
works. Congratulations too to recent 
grad Jesse McMahon who won in a new 
category, “Promising Young Artist”.

In the New Year, the SLC Fine Arts 
Alumni Chapter will be exhibiting 
at the Brockville Arts Centre Lobby 
Gallery during the month of February, 
2012. Our theme will be “Carousel”, 
in honour of the Brockville Operatic 
Society’s 60th Anniversary and their 
production of “Carousel the Musical” 
during the same month at the BAC. 
We will be following that up with an 
exhibit at the Brockville Public Library 
in April 2011.
– submitted by Guy Wales

Fine Arts Alumni Support Students

CYW Alumni opens doors for all CYW grads

Brockville Branch 
is back to business
AFTER taking a break in the fall, the Branch 
is back to its usual busy self. Plans are 
underway for the annual spring Comedy 
Night & Silent Auction in aid of the Student 
Emergency Fund. This year’s event will be 
held on March 31 in the student lounge on 
Brockville Campus. Volunteers are needed, 
as are donations of items for the auction.

The Branch also has a very active Face-
book fan page. “Like” them on Facebook 
and get the latest news and activities. http://
www.facebook.com/BrockvilleAlumni-
Branch – submitted by Keith Hare 

JESSE MCMAHON



St. Lawrence College Foundation 
Annual Report on Giving 
2010 – 2011
Following two years of more challenging economic times, interest in philanthropic 
support returned and we saw many of our long time supporters contributing to the 
priority projects which help students realize their dreams. Donor support for the St. 
Lawrence College Foundation was significantly stronger in our fiscal 2010-2011 year.  
	 Our highest priority project, the redevelopment of our Cornwall campus, benefitted 
from a number of major gifts. The $4.5 million “The Difference We Make” campaign 
reached the $2 million mark by year end and is well positioned to be a success in the 
year ahead.
	 In Brockville, the “Friends of Music Theatre” took centre stage. Over 130 individuals 
and organizations have become “Friends” and their support will help to ensure our 
talented performers are treated to a truly extraordinary learning experience. Con-
tinuing the arts theme, the Foundation completed the final capital investment in the 
Marianne van Silfhout Gallery, which hosted a number of exciting new exhibitions. 
We will now turn our attention to securing philanthropic and sponsor support for 
new exhibitions. This will serve to make the gallery a true learning facility for both our 
students and the broader community.
	 This past year, the Foundation also supported a number of initiatives we call 
“Extraordinary Learning Opportunities.” Building upon the success of this initiative 
last year, we were able to help students through 20 distinct projects in 2010-2011. 
With the Foundation’s support, students were able to take their learning outside of 
the classroom and into the community, across Canada and in some cases, around the 
world. From culinary competitions in Tuscany to school construction in Ecuador, 
from SIFE’s revamping of Kingston’s food bank to presenting academic papers in 
San Francisco, students applied their learning to the community’s benefit. That’s 
what helps make St. Lawrence College realize its vision, that of being a great learn-
ing college.
	 On behalf of the Foundation’s Board of Directors, I would like to thank all of our  
supporters for their generous investments in education. We are grateful to be among 
their philanthropic choices.

Peter Gault, Chair
Business Administration, Data Processing, ‘76

foundation 
board of  
directors  
2010 – 2011
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Paul Fournier, Secretary
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REPORT ON GIVING

Financial Report 
st. lawrence college foundation 

secured funds in 2010 – 2011
Gallery	 $	 35,500
Expanding Opportunities Campaign — Kingston		  86,655
Expanding Opportunities Campaign — Brockville		  49,900
Cornwall Redevelopment Campaign		  212,800
Event Sponsorships		  16,066
OTSS New in-year gifts		  320,523
OTSS Matching Funds		  539,456
Annual Gifts & Directed donations		  126,500
Annual Award Sponsorships		  136,000
General interest income		  10,000
Endowment interest income		   265,600

Total Resources Secured	 $	1,799,000
	

expenditures and transfers in 2010 – 2011
Endowed Bursary Fund	 $	 860,000
Student Awards		  296,000
Capital Projects 		  416,500 
Special Projects		  94,000

Total Foundation Investments	 $	1,666,500

2010-2011 
individual  
donors
Cheryl Abels
Jay and Toby Abramsky
Alex Abugov
Trevor Adams
Elaine Ainslie
Beverley Akins-Brown
Howard J. Alexander
Kevin and Patricia Allen
Larry and Sheree Allen
Margaret Allen
Muriel Allen
Glen Allingham
Chelsea Almeida
Pam Armstrong
John Assad
Eugene Asselin
Richard N. Aubry
Elizabeth Baiden
Elizabeth Bailey

Barbara Baird
Jennifer Barnes
Catherine A. Barr
Karen Barr
David and Anne Beatty
Donna and Stewart Beatty
Jason D. Beaubiah
Suzanne Belyea
Shelley Bentley
Lorraine Berezny
William and Faith Berghuis
Renee Berquist
Peter A. Beyak
Samantha Birtch
Vera G. Black
Ruth Blacklock
Audrey Blair
Cindy L. Bleakney
Diana Boboti-Senis
Lorraine S. Bougie
Marceline Bougie
Patricia Bougie
Reg Bovey

Rick and Eady May Bowes
Joan M. Bracken
Erin Braidford
Annie Braithwaite
Nancy J. Bresee
Robert Briand
Brenda Bronson
John Broome
Sheila Broome
Brian and Olga 
Brougham
Christina L. Brown
James Brown and Joan Lee
Arthur Buckland
Neil Burke
Charlene Burrows
Kelly Burrows
Mona Burrows
Tom Butkovich
Monica Bye
Roberta Cairnie
Isabel M. Cameron
Eugene Cardinal

Brenda M. Carey
Tania Carfa
Pennie Carr-Harris
Donna Carroll
Lorraine and  
	 Jeffrey Carter
Dan and Bonnie Cashman
Leslie E. Casson
Christopher Cennon
Susan Chamberlain
Cheryl Chapman
Tara R. Chenier
Lorraine Christo
Franca Ciulla
Carol Clark
Linda Clifford
Tracy Coady
Pauline Cochrane
Heidi Colburn
Debra Cole
June Colgrave
Kris Colwell
Mike Compton

Eleanor M. Condra
John Conrad
Kathryn A. Conway
Douglas and Joy Cook
Sheila Cornwall
John and  
Tracey D. Corrigan
Joanne M. Cosgrove
Bernice Cotie
Angela Covey
David Covey
John Craig
Mildred and Alan Craig
Catherine J. Crain
Susan Cross
Robert Cumming
Wayne and Barbara Dailey
Debra I. Dalock
Mohadese Daryabeygi
Donna Davidson
Christine A. Davis
Frances Dawson
Christina Decarie

Jim Decorato
Barbara Delaney
David Delaney
Pamela Dewar
Gerry R. Dobbyn
Sandra Donaldson
Lynda Dowdle
Michael Drew
Dwayne and   
	 JoAnne Dudgeon
Braden Dukelow
Richard and   
	 Sarah-Jane Dumbrille
Eithne Dunbar
Twila Durant
Vincent Durant
Valerie East
John Eby
Shirley Edwards
West C. Edwards
Thomas Elia
David Enns
Estate of Irene McKim

Our Donors



REPORT ON GIVING

Christine Evans
Gregory and Lori Extence
Don Fairweather
Linda L. Feig
Donna L. Ferguson
Carole Ferris
Lawrence Finsten
Patrick Finucan
Dianne Fisher
Jennifer and Steve Fisher
Kathleen J. Fisher
Richard and Susan Fisher
Stephen Fisher
Lindsay Fisher Dowker
Jen Fleming
Alex Fleuriau Chateau
Craig Follett
Dorothy Foster
Janine Foster
Lindsay Foster
Linda M. Fox
Joan and Andre Frommer
Kathy Fulton
Donna Garland
Myrna Garrison
Emily Garswood
Sue Garswood
Terry Garswood
Darrell Gauthier
Joanne Gauthier
Linda Gauthier
Ron Gendron
Lucie H. Gerritzen-
Stevens
Michael Gigliotti
Karen G. Gladu
Michael Graves
Stephen Graves
Kathy Gray
Patricia Gray
Donald and Shirley 
Green
Joyce Green
Margot Green
Wilma Greenwood
Colin Groenewoud
Shelley Groenewoud
Betty Gutelius
Oliver Halickman
Norman Hall
Dave and  Doris E. Hallett
LouAnne Hamilton
Krista Hanna-Thompson
Don Hannula
Catherine Harris
Shirley and Richard 
Harris
Bonnie and Scott Harvey
Leanne Hassenbach
Jeff and  Angela Hayward

Rita Healey Grave
Susan Heatherington
Tracy S. Hegan
Robert and Micheline 
Hemmings
Gay Henniger
Jane D. Hess
F. John and  
	 Dianne Hickling
Robin Hicks
Lisa L. Hill-Alexander
Paul Hiscock
Derek Ho
James C. Hoffman
Margaret M. Hogan
Douglas G. Hogeboom
Doug Houghton
Clifton and Lillian 
Howard
Alice L. Howarth
James Hurd
Diane Iahn
Jeff Ivimey
Michael Jackson
Rayhan Jalal
Susan Jikeli
Barbara Johannsen
Lydia Johnson
Wade and Beverley 
Johnson
David Johnston
John Johnston
Julie H. Johnston
Bob and Joy Jones
Ann A. Kearney
Barry B. G. Keefe
Alan R. Kennedy
Leanne Kennedy
Patricia Kerth
Steve and Kelly King
Carla Kingston
William T. Kirby
Yvonne Klaassen
Sophie Koniavitis
Jacoba Kruders
Kathrine Kruders Veley
Wayne LaBranche
Abdul Lakhani
Mumtaz Lakhani
Michael A. Laking
Anne Landon
Clarence and Joan 
Lappan
Nancy Larson
Elaine Lavender 
Katherine J. Lavender
Robert and  Sandra Lawn
Linda Leahy
Peter Lem
Madeleine Lemieux

Patricia LePoidevin
Joy Leslie
Wes Libbey
Frank H. Lockington and  
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Heather J. Lodge
Jo-Ann Longworth
H. Bruce and  
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Peter Lucas
Mary Ann Lyons
Colleen MacDonald
Gordon and  
	 Shirley Macdonald
Gordon C. MacDougall
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Blayne and Brenda 
Mackey
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Tom M. Magee
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	 Frank Manning
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Brent Martin
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Becky Miller
Heather Miller
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Wendy E. Mitchell
Elaine Mollema
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Yvon Morin
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Thelma M. Mott
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Jim Mulvena
Jan and Craig Munro
M.D. Murdock
Martin Nadon
Anne Neilson
Murray Newell
Margot E. Nickerson
Barry and Cheryl Nix
Brigitta M. Nixon
Deborah M. Oakley
James O’Brien
Pat O’Brien
Karen O’Connor
Lois Orr
Donna Orwell
Cyril Page
Michelle M. Paquin
Colin Patchett
Kenneth and  
	 June Pattenden
Kathy Patterson
Barbara J. Paul
Robin Penrose
Flor-Bela Pereira
Monica Pereira
Steph Perrier
Lynn Perry
Katherine Petrie
Martha Petrie
Henry M. Petrynka
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Della J. Phillips
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Wendy M. Plant
Connie Porteous
Robin L. G. Porter
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Richard Powers
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David and Judith Publow
Rita M. Purcell
Bradley Purchase
Michael and  Ann Quigley
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Joy Raine
Trevor Rainey
Clare Rayner
Leslie Redmond
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John and Jane Reid
Amy Reitzel
Diana C. Reyers
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Heather A. Robertson
Ilene Robertson
Janet Robertson
Ron Robinson
Jodie Rodd
Rye Rogers
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Douglas S. Roughton
Jack and Bonnie Ruest
Alda Ruffolo
Vicki Ruthven
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Nick Sabelli
Gary D. Salter
Deborah D. Samms
Nancy Samson
Anita Savage
Lois Scammell
Carol and  Paul Schaefer
Ernest W. Schaefer
Marc Schaefer
Linda Schelter
Margaret Schelter
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Nancy L. Scovil 
Chris D. Scullion
Christine E. Searles
Jacqueline S. Seeley
Ron and Denise Sharp
Dan and Bonnie Shaw
Mark Shaw
Mary Sherlock
Alireza Shoamanesh
Donna M. Silver-Smith
John and Joan Simpson
Breanne Sinibaldi
Lisa M. Slack
Kalyn Sloan
Lori Small
Beverly J. Smith
Brian Smith
Douglas Smith
George and Jean Smith
Malcolm T. Smith
Sarah Snodgrass
Sima Soltani
Nathalie Sorensen
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Ruth Speer
Terry Lyn Spence
Janice Spencer
Patricia Speyer
Joan M. Sponagle
Laurie Sponagle
Laurie Stocker
Thornley and  
	 Susan Stoker
Linda Stone
Gerry Sullivan and  

	 Candace Kaine
Norine Summerby
Margaret E. Sye
Carolyn E. Taylor
Robert B. Taylor
Ryan Taylor
Catherine A. Tekamp
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William Tennant
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Ruth E. Thomas
Gary and Beverly Thomp-
son
Douglas and  
	 Wilma Timleck
Julie Tompkins
Mary Townshend
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Robert J. Tucker
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Harriet Waterman
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Leaders  
develop here.

CORPORATE LEARNING AND PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT

LEADERSHIP FOR MANAGERS  
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 

Truly inspire others. Enhance your ability to 
manage change. Uncover solutions for your  
pressing business challenges. Whether you  
are a seasoned manager or an emerging  
leader within your organization, the Centre  
for Corporate Learning and Performance  
Improvement can help propel your aspirations.

Join our next program:
January 23-27, 2012  
on Kingston Campus 

Register Now!

St. Lawrence College  
Corporate Learning & Performance Improvement
corporatelearning@sl.on.ca   
613-544-5400, ext. 1348 or 1-866-274-2298

www.stlawrencecollege.ca

2010-2011 
corporations,  
associations &  
foundations
1000 Islands Community  
	 Development  
	 Corporation
3M Canada
A Child’s Secret Garden  
	 Day Care Centre
Advocis,  
	 Kingston Chapter
Advocis, St. Lawrence  
	 Rideau Chapter
Afro-Caribe Community  
	� Foundation of  

Kingston & District
Albert & Anne Francis  
	 Scholarship Foundation
Auxiliary To Cornwall  
	 Community Hospital
Ballymenagh  
	 Foundation Inc.
Bayer Inc.
Bombardier Transportation
Boys & Girls Club  
	 of Canada
Boys and Girls Club  
	 of Ottawa
Brockville Community  
	 Foundation
Brockville Fire Fighters 
	 Association
Brockville General Hospital
Brockville Lioness Club
Brockville Police Athletic  
	 Association
Brockville Recorder  
	 & Times Ltd.
Brockville  
	 Women’s Network
Brown’s Fine Food Services
Busitech
Carefor Health &  
	 Community Services –  
	 Eastern Counties
Catholic District  
	 School Board  
	 of Eastern Ontario
Center for Scholarship  
	 Admin. Inc.
Central Sales Limited
Centre York Centre
Centreville District  
	 Community Develop- 
	 ment Association
Certified General  
	 Accountants of Ontario

Children’s Aid Society of  
	 the United Counties  
	 of SD&G
CHUM Radio Brockville  
	 (104.9 JR FM &  
	 103.7 BOB FM)
City Of Brockville
City Of Cornwall
City of Kingston  
	 (Kingston Police)
Comark Inc.
Commissionaires  
	 Kingston & Region
Community & Primary  
	 Health Care (CPHC)
Community Foundation  
	 for Kingston & Area
Community Foundation  
	 of Ottawa
Congregation of Notre  
	 Dame Visitation  
	 Province Centre
Cornwall Business  
	 Association
Cornwall Chamber  
	 of Commerce
Cornwall Police  
	 Association
Crossroads United Church
Cunningham Swan
Developmental Services  
	 of Leeds & Grenville
DLK Insurance Brokers
Dominion Biologicals  
	 Limited
Dryden High School
DynaTech 2000 Inc.
Edwardsburgh Cardinal  
	 Fire Department
Empire Life
Eva Toth Dentistry Profes- 
	 sional Corporation
Felicity & Fritz
Free To Become Preschool
Frontenac Community  
	 Mental Health Services
Gamma-Dynacare  
	 Medical Laboratories
George Caners Chartered  
	 Accountant Profes- 
	 sional Corporation
Gibson Holdings  
	 (Ontario) Ltd.Glengarry 
Inter-Agency 	
	 Group Incorporated
Government of  
	 Newfoundland  
	 & Labrador
Grabowski Law Office

Greater Kingston 10 Pin  
	 Scholarship Fund
Hill’s Pet Nutrition  
	 Canada Inc.
Hotel Dieu Hospital – 
	 Kingston
In A Word  
	 Communications
Island-boy World Records
iStorm New Media
Jay Abramsky  
	 Holdings Limited
Kemptville District Hospital
Kingston Autism  
	 Foundation
Kingston Community  
	 Credit Union
Kingston Family YMCA
Kingston General  
	 Hospital Foundation
Kingston Humane Society
Kingston Interval House
Kinsmen Club of  
	 Cornwall Incorporated
Kinsmen Club of  
	 Smiths Falls
KIVA
Knights of Columbus,  
	 Dr. Arthur & Anna 
	 Battista Scholarship 	
	 Fund
Lafarge Canada
Land of Lakes Chapter of  
	 Ontario Building  
	 Officials Association
LifeLabs Medical  
� Laboratory Services
Limestone District  
	 School Board
Maison Interlude House
Master Insulators’ Asso- 
	 ciation of Ontario Inc.
MED2020 Health Care  
	 Software Inc.
Medi-Cal Royal  
	 Canin Canada
Napanee District  
	 Community Foundation
New Life Counseling Centre
Nova Scotia  
	 Teachers Union
Novellino
OEM Corporation
Omni Health Care Limited
Ontario Association of  
	 Certified Engineering  
	 Technicians &  
	 Technologists
Ontario Provincial Police  

	 Youth Foundation
Ontario Veterinary  
	 Medical Association
OPSEU
OTA Education  
	 Foundation Inc.
Oxoid Inc.
ParaMed Home Health  
	 Care (Cornwall)
ParaMed Home Health  
	 Care (Kingston)
Pepsi Bottling Company
Perth & Smiths Falls  
	 District Hospital
Pricedex Software Inc.
Profile Kingston
Providence Continuing  
	 Care Centre
QMR Consulting &  
	 Professional Staffing
Quinte Children’s  
	 Foundation
Remax Cornwall Realty Inc.
Richvale York Block Inc.
RKJL Foods Ltd.  
	 (McDonald’s)
Rose Garden Supervised  
	 Access Centre
Rotary Club Of Brockville
Rotary Club of Cornwall
Royal Canadian Legion  
	 Ottawa Poppy Fund
S.D. & G. Chartered  
	 Accountants Association
Sir William Osler  
	 High School
SLC Brockville  
	 Alumni Branch
SLC Cornwall  
	 Alumni Branch
SLC Kingston Human  
	 Resources Students
SLC Kingston  
	 SIFE Students
Sodexo
St. Brigid’s Summer Camp
St. John Bosco School
St. Lawrence College  
	 Retirees Association
St. Mary’s of the  
	 Lake Hospital
Steam Plus
Streetlight Theatre  
	 Company
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Leaders  
develop here.

CORPORATE LEARNING AND PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT

LEADERSHIP FOR MANAGERS  
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 

Truly inspire others. Enhance your ability to 
manage change. Uncover solutions for your  
pressing business challenges. Whether you  
are a seasoned manager or an emerging  
leader within your organization, the Centre  
for Corporate Learning and Performance  
Improvement can help propel your aspirations.

Join our next program:
January 23-27, 2012  
on Kingston Campus 

Register Now!

St. Lawrence College  
Corporate Learning & Performance Improvement
corporatelearning@sl.on.ca   
613-544-5400, ext. 1348 or 1-866-274-2298

www.stlawrencecollege.ca
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NAME: _________________________________________________________________ PROGRAM: __________________________________________________________

YEAR OF GRADUATION: _______________________________________________ CAMPUS: ___________________________________________________________

STUDENT NUMBER (IF KNOWN): ______________________________________ HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________

TELEPHONE: _____________________________________ EXT. _______________ EMAIL: ______________________________________________________________

HOME ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________ CITY: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ PROV: ___________________ POSTAL CODE: ___________________________

A. I WOULD LIKE TO SHOW MY SUPPORT BY:

r Ensuring the accessibility of a St. Lawrence College education by supporting the endowed student bursaries in:      

r Kingston     r Cornwall     r Brockville     r College-wide

r Providing St. Lawrence College with the ability to meet its most pressing needs

r Directing my gift to an area of personal interest: _____________________________________________________________________________

B. MAKING MY GIFT IS EASY:

Monthly Pledge: I prefer to make my gift in monthly payments by

r Credit Card (complete information below) r Post-dated cheques (payable to St. Lawrence College)

Monthly gifts of $ ______________________  Start Date (month/year) __________________  End Date (month/year) _________________

Annual Gift: I prefer to make a single gift of:  $____________________________________ by:

r Credit Card (complete information below) r Cheque (payable to St. Lawrence College)

C. OTHER:  

r Please have someone from the College’s Foundation Office contact me regarding planned giving options 

(gifts through a bequest or insurance).

r I have made a provision for St. Lawrence College in my will.

r I wish to have my contribution remain anonymous.

r I am interested in volunteer opportunities with St. Lawrence College.

Signature:  _________________________________________________________________________

Please use the postage-paid envelope enclosed or return to: 

St. Lawrence College, Room 02000, 100 Portsmouth Avenue, Kingston, ON  K7L 5A6 

Charitable Tax Receipts will be issued by the College.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

St. Lawrence College Foundation 

Annual Appeal 2011/2012
Yes! I want to help our students grow!

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION: r Visa      r MasterCard

Card No: ________________________________________________________ Expiry date: ______________________

➔

➔

➔
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Alumni Echoes
1981 
Julie Tompkins
Advertising and Public Relations – K
Julie Tompkins, vice president of Regula-
tory Affairs and Corporate Communica-
tions for Empire Life, was elected as the 
new Chair for the St. Lawrence College 
Foundation. Julie joined the foundation 
board in 2010.

1993
Janet Carter  
Office Administration, Legal – K
“I entered St. Lawrence as a mature 
student. I had achieved my OSSD in 1991 
at the age of 40 and decided to continue 
my education by attending SLC. I enjoyed 
my 2 years there and would like to say to 
everyone that no matter what age, it is 
never too late to follow one’s dream and 
continue education.”

Ronald Bruyere
Social Service Worker – C
“I owe a great deal of gratitude to the staff 
and students of SLC for the opportunity 
to learn and develop a sense of purpose. 
Through my years at SLC I developed a 
new sense of freedom and accomplish-
ment that led me to think more positively 
about myself and others. SLC was the 
stepping stone to my future and I will al-
ways appreciate the dedication of the staff 
and students that I have known and loved. 
SLC brought me to new heights of aware-
ness and it will always have a special 
place in my heart and in my life.”

1996
Dan Shannon 
Nursing – K
Dan Shannon, Coordinator/Professor, 
Primary Care Paramedic program in Corn-
wall, and an SLC alum, was awarded the 
Governor General’s Emergency Medical 
Services Exemplary Service Medal in rec-
ognition of his 20+ years as a paramedic 
and educator.

The Medal, created on July 7, 1994, 
recognizes professionals in the provision 
of pre-hospital emergency medical ser-
vices to the public, who have performed 
their duties in an exemplary manner, 
characterized by good conduct, industry 
and efficiency. Dan received his medal 
at a special ceremony in Collingwood on 
September 29.

“It’s an extraordinary honour, and I 
am truly humbled,” Dan said. “Being part 
of St. Lawrence College has allowed me 
to share my paramedic experiences and 
knowledge with my students over the 
years, and that has been very rewarding 
for me personally, and professionally.”

2000
Erin Ruta
Advertising and Public Relations – K
Erin has been in the hospitality industry 
for over 10 years, 5 of which have been 
spent with Marriot Hotels and Resorts 
Canada, currently as the Director of Sales 
and Marketing for a full service property 
in Edmonton.

2001
Nadia Colella
Advertising and Public Relations – K
“I am engaged to be married and our first 
child is due January 2012!”

2007
Veterinary Technology – K
SLC provided Michelle with the exact skills 
needed for a senior research position in a 
biomedical reserach setting. The rodent 
surgeries and dissection learnt in the Vet-
erinary Technology program are the types 
of practical skills which employers seek.

2011
Jennifer Smith
Bachelor of Applied Arts  
(Behavioural Psychology) – K
“I am a graduate of the Bachelor of Applied 
Arts in Behavioural Psychology program. 
The professors were wonderful and more 
supportive than I could have ever imagined. 
This program really provides many avenues 
for which to enter the working world.”

Shelby Thompson
Early Childhood Education – C
Shelby thought SLC had a great atmo-
sphere and a wonderful Early Childhood 
Education Program

Kallie Papkie
Advertising – Integrated Marketing  
Communications – K
Kallie truly felt SLC prepared her for the 
working world and what is yet to come. 
Her courses were filled with relevant 
information crucial to the current industry 
she is working in. Each professor had a 
plethora of experience within the field they 
were teaching, and it was very apparent 
throughout her years at SLC. She would 
recommend SLC to anyone who was look-
ing for hands on, relevant training in one of 
the many fields of study the college has to 
offer. “I am proud to now be an alumna of 
St. Lawrence College.”

DAN SHANNON
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IT WAS their first ever reunion, but 
they more than made up for the time 
lost with time well spent! The class of 
1991, Animal Care Technology grads 
gathered over a weekend in July to 
renew old friendships, tour the college 
– including the super secret vet tech 
labs — and even found time to leave 
their mark by signing their names to 
the classroom whiteboards.  

Animal Care  
Technology grads 
celebrate 20 years

“I’m an alumna, 
get me out of here”: 

Chantal St-Amour, 
one of the reunion’s 

organizers, finds her-
self in lock up in one 

of the crates in the Vet 
Tech lab.

Puppy Love: Alumna 
Linda Bearisto  
completes her  
examination

Pictured, left to right: Chantal St-Amour, 
Jennifer Wattie, Wendy Foster, Heather 
Lodge, Paul Modderman, Shannon  
Crawford Brownrigg, Linda Bearisto,  
Collinda Thivierge and Rob Hicks

MARTHA LAFRANCE,  
Class of 1989, Cornwall Campus – At 
the Ottawa General Hospital Campus on 
Friday, September 16, 2011. Martha Faye 
(White) Lafrance of James E. Lazore 
Memorial Road, Akwesasne, QC, age 53 
years. Martha is survived by her husband 
Francis “Bucky“ Lafrance, her daugh-
ters Brenna Lafrance of Toronto, Sean 
“Frankie“ Lafrance at home and her loyal 
buddy, Bruno. Martha was a graduate of 
St. Lawrence College, Cornwall Campus 
where she earned her certification in 
the Legal Assistant Program. She will be 
fondly remembered for her hard work 
and dedication to the Mohawk Council of 
Akwesasne Justice Department where 
she worked as a Court Administrator. She 
was also a former employee of Adams, 
Sherwood, Swabey & Follon Law Firm in 
Cornwall.

ANGELA STURLA,  
Accounting, 1997, Brockville Campus – 
MOREY, Angela Katherine (nee Sturla) 
– Peacefully and surrounded by family, at 
the Brockville General Hospital, Garden 
Street Site on July 29, 2011 at age 36. 
Remembered as a loving wife to husband 
Ross Morey and a devoted mother to 

sons Brendan and Kurtis. Angie was born 
in Brockville on January 14, 1975 and 
attended St. Francis Xavier, St. Mary’s 
and Brockville Collegiate Institute, as well 
as St. Lawrence College. She met her 
husband, Ross Morey while working at 
Canadian Tire. They married in 2000 and 
welcomed sons Brendan in 2001 and Kurtis 
in 2004. Angie was blessed with a loving 
family and many dear friends, including 
her co-workers at Upper Canada District 
School Board, who banded together to 
give the family an amazing vacation in the 
Bahamas last December.

TIMOTHY REID,  
Electronic Engineering Technician, Class 
of 1997 – With Mom and Dad at his side 
at Kingston General Hospital, Timothy 
Andrew Reid, on Saturday July 16, 2011, 
hours after marking his 35th birthday. Born 
July 15, 1976 in Kingston, Timothy was 
beloved son of Elizabeth and Bill Reid. He 
was a graduate of K.C.V.I. and later gradu-
ated from the Industrial Electronics Pro-
gram at St. Lawrence College. He became 
a dedicated member of the staff at Union 
Switch & Signal’s Canadian plant here in 
Kingston. Tim was an avid model railway 
builder and operator. He loved railway 
travel and had seen most of Canada from 
the Ironpike. His railway photos were high-
ly popular at model railway shows and flea 
markets. Tim will be sadly missed by all his 
friends at VIA Rail Canada and members of 
the Kingston Train Watchers.

GARY RUTLEY,  
beloved Pre-Service Firefighter coordin-
ator and student champion – You didn’t 
have to be a Pre-Serivce Firefighter 
student to get Gary’s full attention. In fact, 
you didn’t have to be anyone special… 
because you were special to him. Gary 
always had a warm smile and a welcom-
ing word for anyone he met in the halls of 
SLC, and that, more than anything else, 
explained the sudden silence and sadness 
to learn of his sudden passing as a result 
of aneurysm on October 3.

Passings
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Passings

St. Lawrence College Employment Service offers a variety  
of resources and services to employers, and working with us  
is simple and free. We also have a large variety of supports  
available for those seeking employment assistance.

• Recruitment and HR assistance for employers  
• Apprenticeship information
• Individualized employment consultation 
• Information on the local labour market
• Career planning and job search strategies 
• Education and training opportunities
• Resource centres with access to computers, printers & fax machines 
• Employment related workshops
•  Referrals to other Employment Ontario programs including: 

 Second Career; Self Employment Benefits; Job Creation  
Partnership Practice Firms; Services for People with  
Disabilities; Literacy and Basic Skills 

Your job is out there. 
We will help you find it.

Kingston
100 Portsmouth Ave.
Kingston, ON  K7L 5A6
613-545-3949

785 Midpark Dr., Ste. 200
Kingston, ON K7M 7G3 
613-545-3949

Ottawa
71 Bank Street, 5th Floor
Ottawa, ON  K1P 5N2 
613-232-0022

Sharbot Lake
1099 Garrett Street
Sharbot Lake, ON K0H 2P0 
613-545-3949 

Itinerate service  
available at:
Frontenac Employment 
Resource Centre
2779 Rutledge Road
Sydenham, ON K0H 2T0

Students and staff alike struggled with 
the loss, and a special service of remem-
brance drew a packed house in the stu-
dent lounge on October 13. A moving video 
by second-year Music Theatre student 
Mary-Margaret Courtney is on YouTube 
and it perfectly captures the essence of a 
man that is sadly missed by all.

Pre-Service Firefighter alumni Shane 
Williams and Josh Massimo — who cre-
ated the Tyrone Wilson Memorial Run in 
memory of their former classmate three 
years ago — have decided to increase 
their fundraising efforts in order to create 
a Gary Rutley Memorial Bursary as well. 
Their annual run (held each fall) will raise 
funds for both bursaries, or you can give 
online anytime to the Gary Rutley bursary 
at www.givetoslc.ca/garyrutley

Passings entries are assembled from area 
publications and submissions from alumni 
families.

GARY RUTLEY



Voyageur �| St. Lawrence College | Winter 2012  |  20

They came, they saw, they remembered. From 6 am 
when we opened our doors, until 7 pm when the 
Shark Tank was still welcoming visitors, Cornwall 
campus alumni came back to the place where it all 
began. Including some from the Class of 1969 who 
actually were right at the beginning of SLC! Alumni 
Day took over the airwaves on CJSS and Variety 104 
and all day long our grads stopped by and renewed 
old memories. Those were the days!

Alumni Day:  
November 18, 2011

Clockwise from top: Laurel Henderson, now and then; Peer Ambassadors  
Dana Rugless, Vanessa Ramsey and Gab Dufor do the meet-and-greet on 
behalf of students; First alum Andy LeGourrierec (Finance, 1984) greeted by 
Dean Don Fairweather; journalism students interview a fellow student – and 
alumni; Ryan Petrynka won an alumni jacket for completing the trivia challenge; 
Albert Ruest, class of 1969; Co-Chairs of ‘The Difference We Make’ campaign and 
alumni Peter Gault and Terry Landon (centre) get The Morning Rush from Variety 
104.5 hosts Jimmy and Sue.





TD Meloche – Miika Klemetti
Satisfied client since 2008

Get an online quote at  

www.melochemonnex.com/slalumni
or call 1-866-352-6187
Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

See how good your quote can be. 

At TD Insurance Meloche Monnex, we know how important it is to save wherever  
you can. As a member of the St. Lawrence College Alumni Association, you can 
enjoy preferred group rates and other exclusive privileges, thanks to our partnership 
with your association. You’ll also benefit from great coverage and outstanding service. 
At TD Insurance, we believe in making insurance easy to understand so you can 
choose your coverage with confidence.

“My group rates  
 saved me a lot of money.”

Insurance program supported by

The TD Insurance Meloche Monnex home and auto insurance program is underwritten by SECURITY NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY. The program is distributed by Meloche Monnex Insurance and Financial Services Inc. in Quebec and by Meloche Monnex 
Financial Services Inc. in the rest of Canada.
Due to provincial legislation, our auto insurance program is not offered in British Columbia, Manitoba or Saskatchewan.

*No purchase required. Contest ends on January 13, 2012. Each winner may choose the prize, a 2011 MINI Cooper Classic (including applicable taxes, preparation and transportation fees) for a total value of $28,500, or a cash amount of 
$30,000 Canadian. Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries received. Skill-testing question required. Contest organized jointly with Primmum Insurance Company and open to members, employees and other eligible persons 
belonging to all employer groups, professional groups and alumni groups which have an agreement with and are entitled to group rates from the organizers. Complete contest rules and eligibility criteria available at www.melochemonnex.com.  
Actual prize may differ from picture shown. MINI Cooper is a trade-mark, used under license, of BMW AG, which is not a participant in or a sponsor of this promotion.

®/The TD logo and other trade-marks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or a wholly-owned subsidiary, in Canada and/or other countries.
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